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B E A N  C R E E K  &  H E R I T A G E  S I T E

The Bean Creek History Project’s
exhibit of photographs from
the Bean Creek Ball Club and

Valley Vets is on the road and on
display at the University of Georgia.
A roster of black veterans revitalized
baseball in Bean Creek in 1947, the
same year Jackie Robinson crossed
the color line, brushed back Jim
Crow, and changed the complexion
of professional sports in America
when he put on a Dodgers uniform and stole home.

Grill Raffle ~ May 27
To help raise funds for the historic Bean Creek ball field

and annual celebrations, the owner of the Helen Cellar
suggested a raffle and donated a keg-size smoker/grill. Kathi
McCutcheon, is a friend of Bobby Trammell, who pitched
for the Valley Vets. This year’s winning ticket will be drawn
at the annual PIG OUT sponsored by the Sautee Nacoochee
Volunteer Fire Department. 

Bean Creek Ball Game ~ August 13  
The Bean Creek Community will host a baseball game at

the Old Bean Creek Ball Ground on Sunday afternoon,
around 3 p.m., August 13. Property owner Tom Slick agreed
to the annual gathering that honors the Valley Vets and
celebrates a tradition of baseball in Bean Creek. The Friends
of Bean Creek will serve hot dogs and bottled water. Come
watch or play! In case of rain, come the following Sunday. 

Heritage Site & Cabin Restoration
Stone mason David Vandiver built piers to support the

cabin using rocks from the original site. Before he
reassembles the chimney and hearth, Vandiver will
construct a portion of the “emancipation wall” along an
embankment that leads to the cabin and other exterior

exhibits. Barry Stiles used white oak logs and traditional
tools to replace rotted sills with hand-hewn timbers. The
broad axe he used was made in 1860. As funds are
available, the careful and costly restoration of the Slave
Cabin (c. 1850) will continue with scrupulous attention to
detail and authenticity.  

Nature Preserve 
Donated by Lillian

Heptinstall Everhart to SNCA,
the land provides a natural
and serene setting for the
Heritage Site on the rim of
Nacoochee Valley. Long before
preparations began for the
cabin, Barry Stiles, amateur
botanist and Jack-of-all-trades,
identified patches of Partridge
Berry, Angelica, and
transplanted clusters of Crane
Fly and Rattlesnake Orchids
located in the path of the
parking area and access drive. 

Flora and Fauna
Environmental Group members Patty Lowe, Audrey

Moylan, Lark and Tom Hutto have begun a comprehensive
assessment of the flora and fauna under the supervision of
Seamus (James) Sullivan of Georgia Forest Watch. He is
helping volunteers acquire and apply information that
protects the habitats and biodiversity in the Nature
Preserve. The group makes regular rambles along the trails
and is creating an inventory of the seasonal diversity of
wildlife. 

Once the Slave Cabin is restored and major supporting
exhibits are in place, the Heritage Site and Nature Preserve
will become accessible to Valley residents, visitors and
school groups. 

CALVIN NICELY
kindly let BCHP
use this photo.

THE VALLEY VETS
Team photo courtesy of Jay Tee Nicely

CAROLINE CRITTENDEN 
proudly surveys the work in 
progress at the Heritage Site 

and Nature Preserve.

SNCA Wish List
We are excited to have two interns working with
SNCA this summer. Unfortunately, we do not
have computers for them to use. Will you help?

We are in need of a laptop computer capable of running
software such as Windows XP. MAC is fine, too. If you are
upgrading and want to find a new home for your old laptop,
would you consider donating your old computer? It is tax
deductible. Please consider helping.


