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Exhibit:  SNCA—Our Work in Progress
March 18, 2006 - March 18, 2007

The HMC is currently working on this exhibit, which will
document and celebrate the last 25 years of the Center’s his-
tory. If you have been in the Center recently you probably
noticed the walls have been painted brown and a vine line
has been added to the wall. This “Timeline” will present a
ramble down memory lane, and will attempt to document
significant events in the Center’s history. 

Like the Center–where the work is never finished–this
exhibit will be an ongoing work in progress. Come watch us
grow, as new years, program events and photographs are
added and changed throughout this anniversary year. Our
hope is that this exhibit will document the spirit, vision,
hard work and determination of all who have come before.  

Lecture Series
As part of our contribution to the 25th Anniversary

Celebration, the History and Museum Committee will spon-
sor a lecture series of local historians and writers. The series
will begin in April 2006 and continue through March 2007.
The lectures will be held after Simple Supper in the Theatre
on the third Tuesday of the month.  There will be no charge
for the lectures, and the authors will have copies of their
books available for purchase and signing.  

H I S T O R Y  M U S E U M

WITNESS TO HISTORY:
White Oak from Virginia Will Be
Split Shingles for Heritage Site

Elizabeth Etheridge, a descendant of the
original owner of the Slave Cabin, recently
made an unusual and important gift to
SNCA-BCHP. She sent five sections of a
white oak tree (45 inches in diameter) from
her home in Farmville, Virginia to the
Heritage Site. The wood will link the history
of Nacoochee Valley with national events and notable figures from the Civil
War.

The old oak tree stood witness to the retreat of Confederate forces, includ-
ing boys from this area who served in the 24th Regiment, as they marched
towards Appomattox, followed by Union forces, in April 1865. General
Robert E. Lee held his last meeting with his senior officers in Farmville. On
Easter Sunday, about two weeks later, there was a memorial service for
Abraham Lincoln in the Farmville Presbyterian Church. 

Elizabeth, who is an author and historian, went to extraordinary lengths
and considerable expense to honor a noble tree that was losing its limbs and
slowly dying. “A tree witness to that kind of history deserves a better fate,”
she decided, upon learning that a white oak was needed for the restoration.  

Craftsman Barry Stiles recovered nearly 40 of the 30-inch-long split-oak
shingles that formed the cabin’s first roof. He estimates that new shingles
fashioned from Elizabeth’s ancient tree could protect the Slave Cabin for
another 80 years.

When a stately Southern Pine at the Heritage
Site was severely damaged by Hurricane Katrina,
Bob Slack (R), Ed Taylor and Mike Crittenden (L)
sawed the logs into stacks of lumber with a
portable saw mill.  This recycled lumber will be
used in the cabin restoration.

Dr. Max White, History Professor at Piedmont College,
will kick off the series with a lecture on Georgia Indian
Heritage, Prehistoric Peoples and Historic Tribes of Georgia.
His lecture that include slides, will document the history
and culture of the native peoples of this area. The lecture
will be on April 18, at 7:00 p.m. in the Theatre.

On May 16, Garrison Baker, from White County, will
make a presentation based on his book, In the Shadow of
Yonah. This book documents the history of White County
from prehistoric times up to the recent past (2000).

The lecture series will continue in the fall. On September
19, Shirley McDonald and Emory Jones will be the featured
authors with their book, White County 101. This should be a
memorable event, whether you are a White County native
or new to the area.  

Walk through History:  Dr. Tom Lumsden
This popular event will begin again on Saturday, April 22

after Simply Breakfast. This walk will visit the Indian Mound
excavated in 1939 by Dr. Robert Wouchope.

This was the site of Little Chota, a Cherokee village
destroyed in 1776 during the American Revolution.  

Meet at 10:30 in the Theatre for a brief talk. From there,
we will travel by car to the Old Hood Store on Hwy. 17 and
then walk on Old Farm Road to the site.  

B E A N  C R E E K  &  H E R I T A G E  S I T E

Singer/songwriter/
visual artist Joni
Bishop (L) and
renowned vocalist
Odessa Settles (R)
toured the Heritage
Site with Barry
Stiles before a performance at White County
High School to benefit the Bean Creek History
Project. The event raised $122.61 for the
Heritage Site.


